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REC holds
annual
meeting.
Story on
page two.

Courtney
Brainard took
her college
career on the
road as did
many others.
See story
below
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What’s
Attorney General’s office files child labor law violations Postville Board of Education
statement released last Tuesday, September 9, state of- employees complete applications using new names and newly
happening in ficialsIn aallege
that Agriprocessors Inc’s owners and operators acquired false documents on May 11, the day before the imwill remain unchanged
knowingly hired minors and let them run power equipment and migration raid. A preliminary hearing for Laura Althouse and
and around exposed them to dangerous chemicals at the plant here in Post- Karine Freund has been set for next Wednesday, September
School Board elections were held throughout the state
Tuesday,
September 9. Elected to three year terms on the
Tom Miller, Iowa Attorney General, brought a criminal 24.
Postville
Board
of Education were incumbents Jeff Cox with
Postville....... ville.
complaint against the facility and five company officials. His
Child Labor allegations
158 votes and Laura Lubka with 154 votes. Cox and Lubka
City Hydrants to be
flushed this week

The City of Postville
Water Department will
be flushing fire hydrants
Thursday, September 18
and Friday, September 19,
if needed. Water uses could
experience slight changes
in water pressure and/ or
temporary water discoloration. The dual purpose of
flushing is to remove any
possible deposits from the
inside of water mains and
to exercise the hydrants.

Red Cross Blood
Drive next Monday

complaint states that 9,311 child labor laws have been violated
from September 9, 2007 to May 12, 2008.
Documents filed in the Allamakee County Courthouse say
32 employee victims under the age of 18, and seven under the
age of 16, worked at the plant.
Miller’s office said the violations are simple misdemeanors, and each one is punishable up to 30 days in jail and fines
ranging from $65 to $625 per count.
Named as defendants in the suit are Abraham Aaron
Rubashkin, plant owner and president; Sholom Rubashkin,
former plant manager; Elizabeth Billmeyer, Agriprocessors’
human resource manager; Laura Althouse, and Karine Freund,
employees in the human resource department.
Althouse, Postville, and Freund, Fayette, were also charged
with document fraud and identify theft. Althouse was charged
with aiding and abetting document fraud, aiding and abetting
aggravated identity theft and conspiracy to harbor undocumented aliens. Freund was charged with aiding and abetting
the harboring of undocumented workers.
The complaint filed in court alleges that Althouse helped

Spokesman for management at Agriprocessors, Inc, Chaim
Abrahams issued a statement which says in part, “At the time
of hiring, all of the minors presented and signed documentation that they were over eighteen years of age. “
His statement continues, “They knew if they told the truth
about their age, they would not be hired.”
Attorney General Miller’s statement says that a child under
age 18 was exposed to dangerous or poisonous chemicals and
one youth under the age of sixteen had been operating a powerdriven machine. The court complaint also alleges that minors
were working during prohibited hours, before 7 a.m. or after
7 p.m. Some, it states, were also working more hours than are
permitted in a day or week.
The affidavit also says, “The company’s hiring practices
encouraged job applicants to submit identification documents
which were forgeries and contained false information as to
alien status, age and identity.”
According to the Attorney General’s office this is the largest number of alleged child labor law violations ever filed in
the state of Iowa.

Diversity Council
releases statement

The American Red
Cross Blood Drive will be
held Monday, September
22 from 1 to 6 p.m. at St.
Paul Lutheran Church.
Donors who gave blood
at the July drive are eligible
to give again as the required
eight-week interval has
elapsed.
No appointment is necessary. Just come at your
convenience.

The Postville Diversity
Council presented the following statement to Rep. Tom
Latham during a meeting in
Decorah recently.
The Postville Diversity
Council’s primary goal is
to promote understanding
among the diverse cultures of
Postville through educational
programming. In the past several years the members have
offered such programs and in
the process have established
relationships with many immigrants. Various individual
members have acted as advocates for immigrants. Since
the ICE raid of Agriprocessors has disrupted our com-

Food Pantry Give
Away on Thursday

The Postville Food Pantry is having a Food Give
Away on Thursday, September 18 from 5:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. The event will
take place in front of Hall
Roberts’ Son and is for all
those in need.

Housing Code
meeting to be held
September 25

The next Housing Code
meeting will be held Thursday, Sept. 25, 2008, at 5:00
p.m. at the City Council
Chambers in City Hall.

Monona
563-539-2061
Part of the BIRDNOW DEALERSHIPS
in Monona, Fayette, Cascade, Jesup,
Oelwein & Independence.
Buick, Pontiac, Cadillac, Ford, Lincoln &
Mercury available at our Oelwein location.

We’ll
Find it
For You!

Lions Club Brat Stand

Jim Pederson, left, purchased the Lions imprinting on the Lions Club Brat Stand. The
Club reports the Brat Stand/Eye Glasses collection on August 23 was a great success. The
final Brat Stand of the season will be 10/4 (weather permitting).

CONTINUED ON PAGE12

Rekow remains president
of board of education;
Schultz is hired as head
Pirate baseball coach
The Postville School
Board held their organizational meeting on Monday, Sept.
15, following last week’s
school board election. Reelected to their seats on the
board were Jeff Cox, Laura
Lubka, and Jamie Smith. After taking their oaths of office,
Brad Rekow was re-elected
president of the board. The
board also decided to continue to hold their meetings
on the second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m., and appointments were made to county
boards.
Looking forward to December, the board approved
setting Tuesday, Dec. 2, from
noon-8 p.m. as the polling
time for the approval of the
district’s revenue purpose
statement. The statement correlates with the state one-cent
sales tax that replaces the current county-based one-cent
sales tax. Current interim superintendent Darwin Winke
will writing an article to be
printed in the Fall Pirate Post
to inform the public of the
statement’s meaning.
Following a lengthy discussion, the board approved

the hiring of Daryl Schultz as
the head baseball coach upon
the recommendation from
Brian Gravel. Gravel cited
Schultz’s years of coaching experience and his goals
of building a program and
instilling pride back in the
kids as reasons for his recommendation. Gravel was
met with some dissent from
board members Lubka and
Dan Schutte who thought that
the position should go to the
current assistant coach after
talking with some parents
about the recommendation.
Schutte noted Minikwu has
the respect of the kids and
can start with that on day one.
In response, Smith said it’s
the board’s duty to “decide
what’s best from the inside
out” though it may not be the
popular choice.
After noting that he has
much respect for Minikwu,
Smith made a motion to hire
Schultz as the head coach
based on the recommenda-

Board of Education
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PHS alumni study abroad while attending college as they turn the world into a classroom

By Sarah Brainard Marsh
The opportunity to study
abroad has been a chance of a
lifetime for several Postville
High School alumni. Many
high school graduates head
out to discover the cities and
colleges of Iowa and the Midwest, and from there some
choose to take their studies to
other countries and continents
around the world. Turning the
world into a classroom and
embracing the differences
that set cultures and countries
apart taught many of us that
at the core people are very
much the same.
Brett Bacon, who spent
a semester in Rome, Italy,
came home with a new perspective on not only the US,
but himself as an American.
Being the outsider was very
eye-opening to everyone who
spent time abroad, especially
when you were treated differ-

ently just because you were
American. It taught me, while
living in Wales that I had to
prove myself as a person,
and an American, and to give
that courtesy to other people
before judging them. Hector
and Lindsay (Anderson) Salinas, who studied in Egypt,
found that they were charged
more for food than the local
people just because they were
American. But the lessons
they learned made them more
aware, open to, and considerate of other cultures. It is very
interesting to learn first hand
how people perceive Americans. Brett was in Italy for
the 2004 presidential election and was amazed at how
closely the rest of the world
followed U.S. politics.
Lindsay and Hector had
a very unique experience in
Egypt. Lindsay completed
her student teaching through

ture to life.
Much of the history we
study throughout school is
well preserved in other parts
of the world. Zach Marsh,
who spent a summer studying
law in Eastern and Western
Europe, really liked seeing
things that are far older than
any building in the U.S. It really brought history to life,
and gave a greater respect for
preserving history and not
forgetting past world wars
and other ruin. Seeing how
small things were in other

countries—from cars to houses to food servings—gave me
a better understanding of preserving our natural resources
and becoming a more environmentally conscious world.
Many of the places that were
visited around the world, such
as the Amazon Rain Forest
and the Great Barrier Reef are
in danger of destruction, and
seeing them makes you want

Study Abroad
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Ashley Dull at the Eiffel Tower in Paris
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Diversity Council

were running unopposed. Elected to fill out the two-year
unexpired term was incumbent Jamie K. Smith with 129
votes. The challenger Christine Enyart received 45 votes.

Lindsay and Hector Salinas ride camels in Egypt

UNI at an American school
and even gave the students
there the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills. Lindsay and Hector love to travel and took
away more from their trip
than just a great experience,
as teaching in Egypt will always set Lindsay apart from
other applicants for jobs.
The benefits of going abroad
include a resume builder.
Anne Straate studied in both
Spain and Ecuador in order to
set herself up for a career of
helping and working among
people with language barri-

ers. Growing up in Postville
influenced Anne to become
a Spanish major and in order
to perfect her Spanish skills,
she immersed herself in the
language and life of Spanish speakers. Other programs
that have helped those who
went abroad with future career paths include the art programs that both Ashley Dull
and Brett experienced abroad.
For their programs, their local
professors from Luther and
ISU took class on the road in
order to bring textbooks and
the history of art and architec-

Brett Bacon at the Colosseum in Rome

